
 

Horticentre Happenings! 

Tauranga putting in the hours (and some wonderful congratulations)! 

Itôs been another big month for 

Horticentre! Pictured here is Lucky, 

our Tauranga driver, loading up a 

full truck of fertiliser orders for a 

busy Saturday deliveryðwith 12 

tonnes moved that day! It is an 

incredibly busy time of year, 

especially with Tauranga 

experiencing such tremendous 

growth in recent times. A huge 

thank you to everyone going the 

extra mile to ensure our customers 

receive their products on time, 

along with the top-quality service 

Horticentre is known for.  

NZ Olives Conference and Awards Evening 

October also saw Olives NZ hold their annual 

Conference and Awards Dinner. The New 

Zealand Horticentre Trust are Principal Sponsors 

of Olives NZ. This event bought together growers 

from across the country to celebrate excellence in 

the olive oil industry, recognising top producers 

and their exceptional olive oils.  

This year saw 99 entries with Horticentre 

customer Telegraph Hill, Hastings, taking out the 

supreme award. Other medals were awarded in 

the following regions: Wairarapa, KǕpiti, Nelson, 

Canterbury, Central Otago and Auckland, 

Hawkeôs Bay and Bay of Plenty, Marlborough, 

Northland and Waiheke Island. A complete list of 

the award entries and results can be found here. 

Roland (Hawkeôs Bay) attended both the conference and awards dinner on behalf of the Trust. The event 

lead, Emma Glover, sent an email of thanks the following Monday saying it was great to have Roland 

there as a representative not only to award the top prize on behalf of the Trust, but to contribute to grower 

discussions during the conference that day. Nice work, Roly! 

Winner of the Best in Show Award Geoff Crawford of 

Telegraph Hill and pictured with Horticentreôs Hawkeôs Bay 

Olives specialistðRoland Martin. 

October 2024 

Exciting news from Bay of Plenty! Our Regional Manager, Erik, is gearing up for an extra-

special addition to his life (and another level of busy ;) ð he and Hannah are expecting their 

first child! A huge congratulations to Erik; we know youôll make an amazing dad. Baby is set 

to arrive in January, and all of babyôs Horticentre "aunties and uncles" canôt wait to see 

those adorable pics in the new year.  

https://www.olivesnz.org.nz/
https://www.olivesnz.org.nz/awards/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Horticentre-Group/100092279236104/
http://www.horticentre.co.nz/
https://nz.linkedin.com/company/horticentre
https://www.instagram.com/horticentregroup/


tŀƎŜ н 

Young Grower of the Year Grand Final 

Amidst the busyness of the season, early October saw Hawkeôs Bay play host to the pinnacle event of the 

Young Grower of the Year. This event along with the regional Young Grower events are of course 

sponsored by The New Zealand Horticentre Trust and are such a wonderful opportunity for our wider team 

to support tomorrowôs leaders of the industry. 

Chris and Aimee ran the Nutrition and Fertigation module on the day, delivering a fantastic mix of written 

and practical tasks to the contestants, and the coveted award was taken out by Grace Fulford of T&G 

Global, Hawkeôs Bay. Super capable Grace also won the practical  category of the competition and the 

Young Fruitgrower of the Year title. Runner up and Young Vegetable Grower of the year was Jamie Wells, 

of Balle Bros, Pukekohe and the winner of my personal favourite category, the speeches, was won by Pip 

Terekia of Apata Group, Gisborne.  

Horticentre Trustees Tony Ivicevich and Trevor Conquer attended the Awards Dinner alongside the Chris, 

Rob, Adam and their partners and Chris spoke on behalf of the Trust and presented Grace with the top 

award. Thank you to the Hawkeôs Bay team for ensuring all ran smoothly, by all accounts it was a fantastic 

two days in the Bay! Check out some of the fantastic photos of the day below, care of Matt Silcock. 

Weôre excited to introduce Dan Pavey to the Horticentre Cromwell team! Dan has an 

extensive background in horticulture, having worked in Blenheim from 2001 to 2013. 

During that time, he spent six years with PGG and then five years with TCP before 

taking on the role of Grower Liaison for a large Australian winery. 

After moving to Christchurch when his kids started secondary school, Dan worked in 

the agricultural sector with Ravensdown and later as a Technical Field 

Representative for PGGW. Since 2014, he has spent time in Culverden, Kurow, and 

Alexandra, collaborating with many talented individuals in the field. 

Dan is thrilled to be back at Horticentre and is eager to connect with growers across Central Otago while 

deepening his knowledge of the region's renowned Pinot Noir. He credits his growth in the industry to the 

invaluable lessons learned from exceptional growers, clients, and colleagues throughout his career, and 

he looks forward to starting this new chapter. 

Welcome new team member in Central Otago! 

Young Grower of the Year National Final photos featuring winner Grace Fulford, our own Chris Herries, contestant 

Pip Terekia at Horticentreôs module and the rest of the finalists! 

IMG_2237.heic

https://www.younggrower.co.nz/


Massey Technical Function 

Earlier in October, the Massey team hosted an 

informative gathering for our growers, featuring 

technical talks focused on hygiene and sterilising 

practices. The event drew 20 attendees, primarily 

representatives from our larger growing 

operations, and included insightful presentations 

from Jon and Marco on the latest sterilising 

techniques and new products.  

The session wrapped up with a relaxed BBQ and 

drinks, giving everyone a chance to connect. While 

attracting smaller growers to these events will be a 

focus for next time, it was a valuable opportunity to 

engage with our larger growers and share critical 

information.  
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An update on Robôs (Massey) beautiful Izzy.. While she is not in remission, Izzyôs tumour has shrunk 

considerably and she is now receiving much smaller doses of chemo. The exciting news is that 

she is able and very keen to go back to school and see her friends for a couple of hours a day 

very soonðthat is so very cool. We hope she has the best time ever back with her buddies. 

Donôt forget: If you have anything you think should be shared with the wider team, please do pop me an 

emailð many thanks. 

Horticulture Undergraduate Scholarships 

Every year HortNZ and the 

Horticentre Charitable Trust offer 

scholarships to students who have a 

special interest in the fruit and/or 

vegetable industry and are studying 

towards an undergraduate degree. 

Sixteen Horticulture Undergraduate 

Scholarships are available for study 

in 2025 - there are 13 Horticulture 

New Zealand scholarships valued at 

$1,500 each and three Horticentre 

Trust scholarships valued at $4,500 

each. 

 

Applications are now open and close 

on Sunday, 1 December 2024 at 

11pm, find out more on the 

Horticulture NZ website here. 

Please share this with anyone you 

may think interested! 

Applications are now open for study in 2025 

Last years scholarship award winners pictured with some of the team at the 

Horticulture Conference earlier this yearðthis pic featured in Octoberôs 

edition of NZ Grower & Orchardist! (pg 44.) 

https://www.hortnz.co.nz/people-jobs-and-labour/scholarships/


Fresh Facts 2024 

The New Zealand Horticentre Trust is again a sponsor of the United Fresh 

produced Fresh Facts 2024 publication, alongside other sponsors Plant & 

Food Research, 5+ A Day, MG New Zealand Charitable Trust, Vegetables 

New Zealand and the New Zealand Fruitgrowers Charitable Trust. 

Fresh Facts serves as a valuable tool to unlock our industry's full potential. 

By leveraging reliable information, we can contribute significantly to our 

nation's economic growth. This data-driven approach also strengthens our 

ability to engage with the government in a professional, 

transparent and factual manner, ensuring that we are 

prepared to address both  opportunities and challenges. 

(United Fresh) 

 

You can access Fresh Facts 2024, along with all 

companion documentation, on their website here.  

Hard copies were going to print in the later part of 

October.  

tŀƎŜ п 

Young Horticulturalist of the Year 2024 

The close of October saw the prestigious Young Horticulturalist of the Year 2024 held at Karaka 

Bloodstocks, bringing together contenders from the Young Grower, Young Amenity, Young Plant 

Producer, New Arborist, and Young Viticulturalist categories. While the Young Landscaper and Young 

Florist & Flowergrower categories took a pause 

this year, theyôll rejoin next yearôs competition to 

realign all sectors fairly. The New Zealand 

Horticentre Trust proudly participated as a Silver 

Sponsor. 

On day one, Andrew (Massey) and Chris Lowe 

(Pukekohe) judged the Horticentre Trust 

Sustainability Award, also sponsored by the Trust, 

while day two had Molly and Derek (Pukekohe) 

returning to judge the Weeds module and Chris 

Lees (Pukekohe) judged the Soil Health. At the 

awards dinner, Chris gave a compelling speech on 

behalf of the Trust, highlighting its commitment to 

supporting sustainability in the industry by 

empowering young talent through events like 

these, along with numerous other sponsorships. 

The awards dinner saw great representation from our team, with Molly, Derek, Chris Lowe, Chris Lees 

(Pukekohe), Paddy, Jean-Paul (Drury), and Trustees Tony and Trevor, along with their partners, in 

attendance. The Horticentre Charitable Trust Sustainability Award was awarded to Taylor Leabourn, 

while the overall title went to Anna England. As the winners were announced only last night, stay tuned 

for the official photos in next monthôs newsletter! 

A moment of gratitudeé Isn't it nice when growers take the time to share some of their 

produce with us and in doing so acknowledge the great service we have providedé 

Bernie (Whangarei) was admiring this avocado perfection at morning tea recently. The 

grower had very generously dropped off a sack of avocadoes for the team. Nice! 

Team Horticentre looking very dashing it must be said! 

Derek, Molly, Chris Lees, JP, Paddy & Chris Lowe. 

https://unitedfresh.co.nz/technical-advisory-group/fresh-facts
https://www.younghort.co.nz/


Northland Zespri Field Days 

Rhod and Bernie from the Whangarei team attended the recent Northland Zespri Field Days, it was a very 

worthwhile event where the following topics were covered: 

¶ Pollination 

¶ Biodiversity plans 

¶ Crop protection update for 2024 / 2025 season 

¶ GAP updates 

 

Rhod offers some insightsé 

Bees and Pollination was a very beneficial topic that 

included a presentation from a local Apiarist who 

works with numerous kiwifruit growers locally. 

Successful pollination is critical for kiwifruit 

production, as it will determine maximum fruit size 

and shape and dry matter, so good communication with your local apiarist is going to be one of the 

important aspects to achieving this. 

Other important points on bees and pollination raised 
were: 

¶ Check on hive quality and speak to apiarist if not 
up to standard. 

¶ Have the sites marked for the hives and map out 
for the hive drop as quite often the hives are 
placed at night. 

¶ Leave water at the hive for the bees as soon as 
the hives are placed in the orchard. 

¶ Check at least three times a day that the bees 
are working, observing the activity in and out of 
the hive and also through the canopy. 

¶ Avoid any type of spraying when the bees are 
foraging, spray at night if necessary.  

 

Some pollination facts for kiwifruit: 

¶ Number of bee visits required per flower for successful pollination, Green x 40 and Gold x 6. 

¶ Pollen grains for full pollination, Green 12,000 and Gold 6000. 

¶ Number of days flowers are attractive to bees, Green 5 days and Gold 2 days. 

¶ Stigma viability, Green 8 days and Gold 2 days. 

¶ Peak flower opening is time when there are the most receptive flowers open. 

Thank you for the comprehensive feedback, facts and reminders, Rhod! 

Rhod at the back taking in the Zespri presentation. 
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Special interest: One of 

Gerardôs growers, Roberts 

Farming, lost 25,000 Kiwifruit 

plants after Cyclone Gabrielle 

and the preceding two years 

of wet weather. This was the 

arrival of 12,000 plants to 

begin the replacement this 

month, and on a beautiful 

blueïsky Gisborne day, too. 

https://www.zespri.com/en-NZ


Agrecovery 

Agrecovery has recently posted that during the 

2023-24 year 1,674,000 kgs of plastic was 

recovered and recycledðthe weight of 775 utes! 

That is an incredible amount of plastic saved 

from landfill and an initiative Horticentre is very 

proud to support with the provision of collection 

points at a number of our branches. Agrecovery 

are also currently reminding growers to ensure 

containers are triple rinsedðthe key to keeping 

everyone safe and ensure the containers are 

ready for recycling. 

Bay of Plenty Indian Community Sports Day 

Horticentre Tauranga sponsored the Kabaddi Cup Tauranga, a Community Sports Day well attended by 

the Punjabi growing community in the Bay of Plenty, and therefore many of our significant customers in 

that region. The sports included Kabbadi, soccer, volleyball, tug of war, musical chairs and more. 

If you didn't know, Kabaddi is a contact team sport played between to teams of seven players originating 

in ancient India. The objective of the game is for a single player on offense, referred to as a "raider", to 

run into the opposing team's half of the court, touch out as many of their players as possible, and return 

to their own half of the court, all without being tackled by the defenders in 30 seconds. Points are scored 

for each player tagged by the raider, while the opposing team earns a point for stopping the raider. 

Players are taken out of the game if they are touched or tackled, but return to the game after each point 

scored by their team from a tag or tackle. (Wikipedia) If you want to see some Kabaddi in action you can 

view some of last years event here.  

Tauranga staff Paras and Lucky went along in support of the event attended by hundreds, and 

Horticentre was gifted a plaque in recognition of our sponsorship. 

Pictured are the winners on the day featuring many significant Horticentre Tauranga customers, Lucky helping with 

the refreshments, and our set up with plenty of Horticentre branding in one of the spectators zones for the day. 
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https://agrecovery.co.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/live/mwUmhJV2LAg?si=HWA1sAw37WWOe48E


Organic & Biodynamic Winegrowers Conference Scholarships 

The bi-annual Organic & Biodyamic Winegrowing 

Conference is set to take place again next year in 

Blenheim, 16-18th June. Horticentre Group is a Gold 

partner this year. We will be gauging interest from staff 

who may be keen to attend from across the country 

soon.  

The Horticentre Charitable Trust are again sponsoring 

up to 10 sponsorships to attend the conference.  

Young and developing winegrowers and winemakers 

with a passion for organics are encouraged to apply. 

Scholarships cover full conference registration, with 

additional support for accommodation and travel if 

needed.  

 
Eligibility: 

Open to those who demonstrate a commitment to 

organic wine production in Aotearoa, with applications 

welcome from all wine regions, especially those facing financial barriers. 

 
Key Dates: 

¶ Applications open: 1 November 2024 
¶ Applications close: 13 December 2024 
¶ Recipients announced: 31 January 2025 
 
Laurin (Blenheim) will represent the Trust on the selection panel. Please share this with any of your 
growers who you think may be keen. Learn more and access the application to share here.  
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Crop pics 

Octoberôs crop pics from out and abouté Golden kiwifruit in flower and rows of lettuce perfection in 

Pukekohe! Keep sending them in, they are a big help for ensuring a regular Horticentre social media 

presence, thanks team. 

https://www.organicwineconference.com/scholarships

